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Humphries has rendered (Ovid's) love poetry with conspicuous success into English which is

neither obtrusively colloquial nor awkwardly antique.
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A seemingly tongue-in-cheek imitation didactic poem on seduction and love-making. The poem

reads like an instruction manual, but Ovid uses the form of a love poem and numerous digressions

to enhance the humour. However, he does make some strong points about how both sexes use

deception in courtship (a woman's pleasure adds to the overall enjoyment of love-making, etc.)

making one think that he wanted to educate while deflecting criticism by taking the humourous

approach. It didn't work, apparently, as he was soon aftewards exiled.Regarding the Folio Society

edition with James Michie's translation and Grahame Baker's illustrations - this is an excellent form

for this work. The translation respects the form of the original poem without adhering so strictly as to

loose the free-wheeling fun of the message. And Baker's illustrations capture the 'look and feel' of

erotic art contemporary to Ovid. A highly desirable English edition of this ancient work.
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